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money on behalf of the zakat account from that of the
kharaj and distributes it to the poor, it does not become a
loan on the charge of -the poor, because, the kharaj being
treated like (lahit hukm al-fofy} the fafy and the gammah,
which are disbursed to provide for the needs of the Moslems,
the poor have a share in them, and if they do not actually
receive a share from them, it is only because the proceeds
of the zakat revenue are sufficient for their needs,1

According to al-Mawardi,2 if the treasury has to meet
two claims,31 while there are sufficient funds for only one
of them, that claim is settled first which is a debt (dayn)
upon the treasury. If the funds are not sufficient for either
claim, then it is allowed to the official in charge to borrow
money on account of the treasury in order to settle the
debts, if he fears that a contrary policy would result in
evils; but he may not borrow money to settle claims which
are in the nature of donations (irtifaq). When he bor-
rows money, his successor is obliged to pay back the loans
as soon as the treasury has sufficient funds. If, on the
contrary, the funds of the treasury are more than sufficient
for the settlement of the claims, opinion varies as to the man-
ner in which the surplus should be disposed. Abu Hanl-
f ah holds that the surplus must be laid aside in the treasury
in order to meet future emergencies, but al-ShafTi thinks
that the surplus is not laid aside, because the meeting of
future emergencies becomes an obligation only after the
emergencies have occurred. A similar view is expressed
in the 'Alamklriyyah, where it is stated that when there is
any surplus left it is divided among the Moslems at large,

1 'Alamktriyyah, p. 268; Mabstit, part iii, p. 17; cf. p. 18.
'P. 369.

8 Of course, here it is a question of claims which have to be paid out
of the same class of revenue.
* fA lamkiriyyah, p. 268.